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Fishing'in Roatan
By Jeremiah T.
Johnson (Firstmate J7)

It's 5:00 AM, the birds are singing,
Saccade chirping, the sounds of the
Caribbean waters rolling over the
reef and a gorgeous Roatan Island
sunrise, not a bad way to wake up on
a Tuesday morning. While enjoying a
fresh cup of fine Honduran coffee,
Greg and I equipped the boat (a cus-
tom made 34' sport fishing boat pow-
ered by two 250 horse power Yamaha
outboards) for a full day of deep sea
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CS and 16 VSX reels backed with
900-500 yards of either 80 or 50lb
test of Power Pro's finest braided
lines.

Once satisfied we had everything
needed for the day's
excursion, we pushed
off the dock and head- =
ed to pick up Cassidy |
Hyde, our Honduran [
local fishing guide, E
Harry Canterbury, owner/publisher
of Adventure Sports Outdoors and his
friend/photographer Bruce (HB)
Logsdon. After a warm welcome, the
five of us set off for a day to remem-
ber. The trip started off beautifully
with the seas being as calm as a mid-
town lake on a calm summer morn-
ing. We ran the boat up the south side
of Roatan Island, with the waters
being so calm we were able to run
35mph which got us to our desired

into play.

Peoria: 101 Mariners Way, East Peorla

It's important to stay hydrated. That's
when the Wilderness Park pool comes

Call (B00) 659-2220 or visit www.stoneycreskinn.com
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fishing grounds (the east end of
Roatan) in less than an hour and a
half. From there the day only got bet-
ter!

Within moments of having our first
fishing rods in the water the fish
started hitting. We had a double
hookup right off the get go, two
Yellow Fin Tuna. After landing the
fish we quickly put the rods back out,
circled around to wind up hooking
into two more Yellow Fin, four fish in
ten minutes! We continued to catch a
few more tuna and then decided we
would try and take advantage of the
fresh bait and pursue larger fish:

Wahoo, Mahi Mahi, or maybe even a
Marlin. We continued to troll the
Eastern shore of Roatan in search of
a trophy fish with no success. We did
manage to hook into some more
Yellow Fin, then decided to make the
ten-mile crossing to Guanaja Island
where the fishing only got better!
We dropped the lines back in the
waters along the west end of
Guanaja, fishing alongside of a
Honduran local in a small Cayuco,
also known as a Panga. We made a
few passes along the point of the
island without a strike before the
fishing picked back up, but when the
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Greg’s 42 Ib. Wahoo

stopped trolling just after noon we
had put over twenty tuna on board
and had a number of fish that had
thrown the hook, a day of fishing
every angler dreams of.

After pulling in the lines we ven-
tured into the town of Bannaca on
Guanaja Island where we stopped in
at Graham's Place, a private island

Greg and Darien with a pair of 12 Ib. barracudas

only minutes away from the main
island of Guanaja. There Graham
himself welcomed us, and his fish
pen full of nearly a dozen sea turtles,
a school of trophy sized Bone Fish,
Rays, Barracuda, and a 150lb
Grouper! We enjoyed the company at
Graham's Place for about an hour
before we decided to continue our
day of fishing. With the help of
Cassidy we were able to arrange the
use of a smaller boat, which was
capable of boarding the flats of

13950 IL RT 29
Pekin, IL 61554

309-348-3072 » www.watkinsmarine.com
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Guanaja where we were able to throw
the fly rods.

We pulled up into a flat just min-
utes away from Graham's Place
where we immediately spotted not
one, but two large Permit! Greg
stepped off the boat in hot pursuit of
the two trophy flats fish. A perfect
cast, behind the fish without a splash,
the two Permit were now in pursuit of
Greg's "Crazy Charlie" fly. They both
followed the fly nearly to Greg's feet

Cont’d. on next pg.

Greg with a big Barracuda caught
on a live bait tuna. It managed to
get away with four of our
previously hooked tunas before we
were able to get one in alive and
send him back with a hook in him.
With 4 tuna tails in his stomach, it
weighed in at about 22 Ibs.

Victoria, IL

Located 1 mile North of Snake
Den Hollow Wildlife Refuge,
13 Miles East of Galesburg, IL

OFFERING
WATERFOWL &
ALL UPLAND GAME
BIRD HUNTING!

YOUR DOGS
WELCOME OR HAVE A
PROFESSIONAL GUIDE

WITH DOG ASSIST

YOUR HUNT!

MEMBERSHIPS
AVAILABLE:
HUNTING, FISHING,
CAMPING & COMBO
HUNTING/FISHING

Contact Rick: (309) 781-8312
. www.cabinfeveril.com
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| o 120NN DN Cont'd. from previous pg. Unfortunately  all

good days must come

before us, Greg, to an end, including

pulling Cassidy this one. We returned

away to | a n d back to the Gypsea

disappear ol myself all Sol and headed back :

back into hooked to Roatan, not before B

the flat. into Bone  taking in some of the i) \‘ ﬁ_
Although J§ Fish on amazing scenery the | 'lk__ 1ilR 7 1
there was the same Caribbean has to offer. -
n ol flat, all We arrived back to

hookup, it § three Infinity  Bay  on

was  still breaking Roatan where we got

an oppor- off on to unload our day's

tunity every fly fisherman can appre- shallow coral but still worth the expe- catch and enjoy a cold

ciate. Although the Permit had eluded  rience none the less. drink at the bar while
bragging to the neigh-

' . boring guests about
kve C. Wildenradt what an outstanding |

- The Stove Shop| daywehad
s

Adventures, Greg and
myself would like to
thank Harry
Canterbury for com-
ing down to visit with
us and giving us the |

opportunity to get him out on an out- Jeremiah T. Johnson (1st mate JJ)
standing day of fishing! & Captain Greg Baldwin,

We look forward to our next adven- Pirates Bend Caribbean Adventures
ture  with  Adventure  Sports www. PiratesBend.com
Outdoors! International #: 011-504-330-99578
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Tri County Mower
& Tractor, Inc. Sales,

Tf I_/ jU L) / 1309 S. Main St. Parts

Mower & Tractor, Inc. Morton, IL 61550 &

(The old Burger King off S. Main.) Y

(309) 263-7200 Roger Nalciger Johno Watson _SerVice

** Product Price-Actual retail prices are set by dealer and may vary. Taxes, freight, setup and handling charges may be additional and may vary. Model subject to limited availability.
“** See your local Cub Cadet Independent Dealer for warranty details. 1 As rated by engine manufacturer. For Commercial Use Only.
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Infinity Bay Spa & Resoxt

everyone knows a trip to Roatan, home.

Honduras is reasonably priced. Additional
Visit Roatan, Honduras for a wonder- . . units are

Infinity Bay features beautiful condo- under con-

ful affordable vacation. Harry &
Cathy Canterbury along with their
video producer of ASO-TV took a
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trip this early Sept. 2008. Airlines
tickets ran $279.00 each on TACA
airlines a Central American airline
that flies out of Chicago O’Hare and
other cities in the US. See
TACA.com for more info. This air-
line served food and complementary
adult beverages to the passengers. All
the attendants were gracious and
spoke very good English. Just so

miniums with full kitchens, granite
countertops, stainless steel appli-

- The Stove Shop
- 225 N. 2nd St.

ances,
ceramic tile
floors, cable |
TV, phones,
central a/c,
patios or bal- [
conies. The | k
condos truly P
have all the [i§ss
comforts of fi.

struction and
are available

January 2009

to purchase at a great price. Ask

about rental vacation packages and ==
see their website for more informa- |

tion.
InfinityBay.com

When the ASO crew was there the |

restaurant was outside on the beach

next to the swimup Tiki bar. This is a |
great bar with bar-stools on 3 sides |

and concrete stools in the water for
patrons to sit in the pool and enjoy a
beverage.

Monkey La Las were the favorite for
Cathy & HB. HB thanked a bartender

for her excellent service!
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_PRICED AT ONLY $7499! ..

Tri County Mower
& Tractor, Inc.

ff] Q]f]/ 1309 S. Main St.

Morton, IL. 61550

(The old Burger King off S. Main.)

(309) 263-7200

Mower & Tractor, Inc.

Roger Nafziger John Watson

* 748 CC Engine
- CALL FOR SALE PRICES!

Sales,
Parts
&

Service

** Product Price-Actual retail prices are set by dealer and may vary. Taxes, freight, setup and handling charges may be additional and may vary. Model subject to limited availability.

“** See your local Cub Cadet Independent Dealer for warranty details. 1 As rated by engine manufacturer. For Commercial Use Only.
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We stayed at Anthony s Key Resort
for 3 nights of our visit. They fea-
ture individual cabins on another
island only a few feet from the shore
and rooms in the main lodge. They
have a beautiful swimming pool
with full service bar and grill. The
restaurant has fabulous chefs serving
a variety of delicious daily specials.
Service is number one at the locally
owned and operated resort. Call:
800-227-3483 & See:
www.AnthonysKey.com
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INFINITY BAY

reservations @infinitybay.com
US: 866-369-1977
Intl: 011-504-445-5016

See TACA.com for information
on very affordable airline flights
out of Chicago O’Hare.

866-777-9377

STOP BY AND CHECK OUT OUR INVENTORY!

Large Selection of Motorcycle apparel
...Over 400 Coats to Choose From...
Find Lots of Neat Accessories.

See Us Before You Make Your
Next Motorcycle Purchase.

OPEN Mon.-Thurs. 8am to 5:30pm
Fri. 8am - 7pm (Winter Hours)

Sat. 8am to 5pm

www.ReimansHD.com
Reiman’s Harley Davidson, 623 N. Main St., Kewanee, IL 309-854-6661
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